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To the Honourable The KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, and BURGESSES, 
in PARLIAMENT assembled. 



The Thirteenth REPORT of the Commissioners 
appointed to enquire into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquisites, and 
Emoluments, which are or have been lately received in certain 
Public Offices in Ireland ; and also, to examine into any Abuses 
which may exist in the same; and into the present Mode of 
receiving, collecting, issuing, and accounting for Public Money in 
Ireland: — And, to investigate and examine into all Balances and 
Akkeahs of Duties, appearing, by the Public Accounts of 
Ireland , to be due unto His Majesty, for, or on account of, any 
Sums received for His use, and alledged to remain unpaid ; and to 
settle and ascertain the same. 



DIRECTORS GENERAL OF INLAND NAVIGATION. 

TNLAND Navigation appears, from the Journals of the House of Commons, 

A to have been a subject of Parliamentary attention in Ireland so early as the 
year 1097; since which time, various Proceedings have been taken and Acts 
passed, for promoting this important branch of National Improvement. 

The first statute relating to it was made in the year 1715, when a Company r „„ 
was invested with powers to make the river Shannon navigable, from the city of 
Limerick to the Town of Carrick Drumrusk, in the County of Leitrim, through 
and by the Counties of Limerick, Clare, Galway, Tipperary, King’s County, 
Westmeath, Longford, Roscommon, and Leitrim. The Act did not provide any 
iund lor carrying on the proposed works, the great charge of which is stated by 
3d Geo. II. c. 3. to have discouraged private persons from undertaking them ; 
whereas such H orks being for the public benefit, by encouraging tillage and 
employing the poor, it is declared to be fit and reasonable, that they should be 
carried on at the charge of the Kingdom by some public f ind, appointed arid 
set apart for that purpose, and that an equal number of Commissioners should 
he appointed for each of the four provinces in the kingdom, lor the due applica- 
tion thereo,, to the ends and uses aforesaid. Accordingly, the Chief Governor, 
the Chancellor, the four Archbishops, and the Speaker, all for the time being’ 
and twenty persons, particularly named for each of the four provinces, were ap- 
pointed Commissioners for executing the powers given by the first-mentioned 
Act ; and certain duties, which were denominated the tillage duties, were granted 
to them, as a fund for carrying on the proposed Works. By 25 Geo. II. c. 10. 
the Commissioners under the last-mentioned Act, were incorporated, by the 
uame of “ The Corporation lor promoting and carrying on Inland Navigation in 
1 eland ; and by 11 and 12 Geo. III. c. 4. the Corporation was empowered, 
when a navigation seemed too expensive for the Public alone, to transfer the pro- 
perty to any company of private undertakers, and to give to the subscribers an 
aid towards the work, not exceeding in the whole, one-sixth of the sum necessary 
tar its execution. 

^ 1 ‘ A 2 From 
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From the mode in which this Corporation was constituted little benefit could 
be expected to the Public; and yet it was permitted to continue until the year 
1787, when it was at length abolished by Act of Parliament. A history of its 
proceedings would only serve to shew its unfitness to the ends of its institution, 
which is sufficiently declared in the following passages, taken from the Report of 
the Committee of the House of Commons of Ireland, on the state of Inland 
Navigation, in the year 1800. 

“ But the superintendence of a body so numerous as the Corporation, and so 
“ little enabled to form a just estimate of the merits of the plans submitted to 
“ their consideration, was ill calculated to promote with efiect the objects of 
“ their trust ; and the expenditure of the sums granted, not being sufficiently 
“ connected with the permanent private interest or capital of individuals, it is 
“ much to be regretted, that great sums of public money have, from time to time, 
“ been lavished, without being attended with corresponding advantage to the 
“ Public." 

“ A system of granting public monies, at once so profuse and abortive, was 
<c at length exploded, and in the year 1787, the Corporation for promoting 
“ Inland Navigation was dissolved, the tillage duties were disappropriated, and a 
“ system was adopted of granting aids to private undertakers, proportioned to 
“ their private subscriptions.” 

By the Act dissolving the Corporation, the several navigations, not vested in 
other bodies, were put under the management of distinct sets of Commissioners, 
who were declared to be Corporations, to each of which respectively were given 
all the powers and rights that belonged to the Corporation so dissolved. The 
navigations thus transferred were those of Newry, the Boyne, the Barrow, the 
Shannon, and Tyrone. The Company for carrying on the Limerick Navigation 
had been incorporated in the year 1767, and that of the Grand Canal in the 
year 1772. 

In 1789, the principle of granting public aid to works of Inland Navigation, 
in proportion to private subscriptions, was acted upon by Parliament to a con- 
siderable extent; in consequence of which the Royal Canal Company was 
established, and the Bovne and Barrow Navigations were transferred from the 
Corporations in which they were vested by the last-mentioned Act, to private 
undertakers ; between that year and the year 1 800 other grants were made, 
which it is unnecessary to state particularly; but in the latter year, a sum of 
£■ 500,000. was granted by 40th Geo. III. c. 51., to be applied to the system 
of Inland Navigation generally, and for the improvement of the Port of Dublin, 
but particularly to the opening one or more 'lines of communication between 
Dublin and the River Shannon, and to the rendering the Shannon navigable, 
from Lough Allen to the sea. 

By this Act the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor is empowered to 
appoint, from time to time, five Directors of all w'orks relating to Inland 
Navigation in Ireland, or for the improvement of the Port and Harbour of Dublin, 
with a salary not exceeding £,. 500. a year each ; the said Directors to have full 
power and authority to order, direct, regulate and appoint all matters relating to 
any works of Inland Navigation, towards defraying the expense of which any 
public money should be applied. It also provides, that no aid of public money 
should be given for making any new Canal or Works, or altering or completing 
any Canal already begun, or for improving the Port or Harbour of Dublin, unless 
the scheme thereof should have been laid before the Directors, and approved of 
by them, as likewise by the Lord Lieutenant and three Commissioners of His 
Majesty’s 1 reasury. That at the end of every year, the said Directors should 
make out an Account of all the Works that have been proposed in the year, and 
the expense thereof, together with a Statement of the Works proposed to be exe- 
cuted in the ensuing year, distinguishing such as have been approved of and 
recommended to the Lord Lieutenant by the said Directors, and an Estimate of 
the Expense thereof, and that the same should be laid before the Lord Lieutenant 
and the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. That the Directors should have 
power to contract with corporations or individuals for the joint execution of any 
work, for the purchase or rent of lands and tenements necessary for the carrying 
on of any navigation, and for the purchase of tolls then levied or intended to be 

levied 
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levied on any Canal, made or intended to be made in Ireland, or any part thereof, 
and that all such bodies corporate should be empowered to sell their lands and 
tenements, or tolls, or any part thereof, to the said Directors. 

That no Canal or Oil-branch from any Canal should be authorized, by the 
Directors to be carried on, which should interfere with, approach towards, or be 
injurious to any other Canal, unless the said Directors, upon hearing the parties 
should think proper, and their determination be approved of by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury ; and if the Undertakers 
of any Canal should think themselves aggrieved by such determination, they 
might, within one month appeal to the Lord Lieutenant in Council, whose de- 
cision thereon should be final. 

That such Navigations as had been heretofore carried on and executed by 
means of Public Grants alone, or by tolls arising therefrom, without the assistance 
of the private property of any individual, and such as should thereafter be so 
carried on, should be subject to the controul and direction of said Directors, 
and that all corporations theretofore created for the carrying on and managing of 
such Navigations, should cease. 

That all such Inland Navigations, not any part private property, should be 
vested in the said Directors, who should have all the powers and authorities 
vested in any Corporation or Company, for carrying on and managing any of such 
Navigations, with power to make alterations and improvements therein, and to 
maintain the same ; and that said Directors should have the power of appointing, 
without salary, local superintendents of any such Navigations; hut said Directors 
not tu have power in any manner to interfere with any Company theretofore in- 
corporated, where private property has been expended, save, so far as might be 
necessary to superintend and controul the expenditure of such Grants as might 
be made to them under that Act. 

That all sums of money which should be allowed by the Directors to be applied 
to the carrying on of any Works authorized to be executed by the Act, should 
be certified by the said Directors to the Lord Lieutenant, which certificate, being 
approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, should be sufficient authority to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury to issue and pay such sums of money. 

That the paid Directors, and also all Corporations, Companies, and persons to 
whom any monies should be paid, in pursuance of the Act, should as often as 
required by the Commissioners of Accounts, duly account before them for all their 
receipts and payments, in and concerning the matters under their direction and 
management. 

The preceding are the principal provisions of the Act for regulating the powers 
and conduct of the Directors besides which it is further enacted, that any new 
Corporation, to be afterwards erected for carrying on a Canal or River Navigation, 
should not levy any higher tolls than id. per ton per mile, on corn, meal, malt, 
flour, potatoes, lime, sand, fuel, or manure ; zd. per ton per mile on other goods ; 
and 3 d. per mile for each passenger. 

We annex an account of the Establishment of the Board, as it stood on the i\r» Den dix N* 
5th January 1812 ; and also on account of the contingent expenses for the year 
ending on that day. No allowance is made to the Officers for Stationery, nor A PP endlx * 
are there any fees or other emoluments than their salaries attached to their respec- 
tive offices, except travelling charges for the Engineers, not exceeding £ 3. or 
8 guineas a day. On all applications to the Directors General for aid out of the Appendix, N° 
Public Grant of £. 500,000. the regulations prescribed by law are required to' be 
strictly adhered to. The line of Navigation intended to be executed is examined 
by the Engineer, and the Board having considered the sections, plans and esti- 
mates, and being satisfied of the advantages of the proposal, state the whole, with 
their recommendation, for the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant and the Lords 
of the Treasury, and on such approbation enter into contracts accordingly ; and 
no money is advanced to any Company, according to the terms of their contract, 
until the accounts are inspected by the Board’s Accountant, and the Expendi- 
ture, to the amount of the sum required, is proved before the Board upon oath. 

The Directors General have a credit on the Bank usually for £. 10,000., and when 
that sum is nearly exhausted, they represent the same to the Lord Lieutenant, 

61. B , stating. 
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stating, in general terms, in what manner it had been disposed of, and the Wort-, 
then carrying on, which render a further grant necessary, whereupon his warrant 
for that purpose goes to the Lords of the Treasury. All bills for the cost of works 
under the direction of the Board are sworn to by the party, and certified by the 
immediate Overseer, and also by the Engineer who superintends each work 
J heseb.lls are then examined by the Accountant of the Board, and upon his cer- 
tificate, that they are properly authenticated, according to the order of the Board' 
and that the calculations are just, they are directed to be paid in the country and 
proper Vouchers for such payments are returned, examined by the Accountant 
and entered by him in the Board’s books. For the purpose of makin* those nav 
merits, there are Treasurers or Pay Clerks resident in the country, who are fur 
mshed with money, either by the receipt of tolls on the spot, or bt Admittance! 
from the Directors General, if necessary j but the Board has no such officer on its 
establishment as a Treasurer; whenever money is required from the Bank tlm 
drafts thereon are signed by three of the Directors General, and in the check is 
entered the sum, the person in whose favour it is drawn, and for what purpose 
initialed by the three Directors who sign the draft. The Accounts of the' De 
partment are made up annually, and laid before the Commissioners of Accounts' 
as required by law; and without more minute detail, it is sufficient generally to 
manner* ** 116 bUsineSS ° fthe Board is conducted i» an orderly and regular 

In carrying the Act creating this Department into effect, the following Grants 
have been made up to 1st January 1812; viz. 

T° the Royal Canal .Company .... _£. g5 ,866 7 ,0 

i o the Barrow Navigation Company - - . - 47 c 00 — 

To the Grand Canal Company for the Shannon, between 
Lough Derg and Lough Ree - - . . - c 4 6o 4 t8 

1 o the Corporation for improving the Port of Dublin - i^ooo - 

Total Amount of Grants - - 



Dublin Harbour - 
Newry Navigation - 

Tyrone and Maghery Canals . , 

The Navigation from Limerick to Killaloe 
The Upper Shannon Navigation .... 

Total expended by the Directors General themselves,') „ 

on particular Navigations J «£• I 44>3 12 8 

I he Appendix to the Report made to the House of Commons in the year 
1800, which we before mentioned, exhibits a short history of the rise ‘and 
progiess of the principal Inland Navigations of Ireland, and the state they were 
in at the time of the Union with Great Britain ; we shall therefore endeavour to 
show, from such information as we have procured, the advance made since in 
completing or improving those to which the grant of the year 1800 was 
applied. 
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ROYAL CANAL. 

T he proposed extent of this undertaking, which, as we have already mentioned, 
commenced in 1789, was from the River Liffey at Dublin, to the River Shannon 
at J arm on bury in the County of Longford, with an off-branch from Mears 
Court in the County of Westmeath, to the Shannon at Athlone, and from Tar- 
monbury, through the upper Shannon, to Lough Allen in the County of Leitrim. 
According to the statement made to Parliament by the Company in- 1800, they 
had actually expended on the works of the Navigation, including purchases of 
Lands, &c. £. 315,204. 9. 5. of which they had received from the Public, by 
Parliamentary Grants, £. 70,556. In 1798 the Company had bound themselves, 
in consideration of a sum of £. 25,000. granted by 38 Geo. III. c. 79. to com- 
plete and finish the Canal to Thomastown in the County of Westmeath, 33 miles 

from 
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from the Liffey, without requiring any further public aid for so doing; and in 

1800 the works had advanced as far as Newcastle, 22 miles from Dublin ; but in 

1801 they represented to tile Directors General of Inland Navigation, their 
inability to continue the undertaking, unless assisted by part of the Grant of 

£■ 500,000., in consequence or which, the latter agreed to give them a sum of Navigation Ac . 

£■ 95^66. 7. 10. in consideration of their completing the Canal to Thomastown counts, presented to 

at their own expense, according to the terms of the Act of 1798, the cost of the Hou,e of Cmn- 

wiiich was estimated at X 63,136. 15. 3., and from thence to Coolnahav, a mon t s ’ ord l e ‘ ed 

distance of 46 miles from Dublin, with a cut from Mullingar to Lough Ouil, E* ’ y ' 

also of their erecting a sea-lock and turning-bridge at the Liffey, making Docks 

adjoining thereto, and finishing an Aqueduct and Harbour for boats at Dublin; 

and in further consideration of their charging no higher toll upon the then and 

future extent of the Canal, from the River Litf'ey to Coolnahay, than 2 d. a ton 

per mile upon any goods whatsoever ; 1 d. per mile upon each ton weight of 

com, meal, malt, flour, potatoes, lime, sand, fuel, manure, iron wrought or 

unwrought, and all military bodies, with baggage, arms, ammunition and 

cannon, on their routs ; and \ d. per mile for each ton weight of potatoes brought 

to Dublin. The sum of £. 95,866. 7. 10. so granted by the Directors General, 

was the full amount of the cost of the works to which it was to be applied, as 

estimated by the Company; but instead of such sum, together with that of 

£ 63,136- before mentioned, being sufficient to the whole of tlie proposed un- Report of r 

dertakings, the Company expended in completing them according to their mittee of the House 

agreement, a sum of £. 304,920. 11. 4. as proved before the Directors General, Commons, on 

and exceeding the estimates by £. 145,917 .8. 3.; while the income arising £ etit j°" of Royal 

from their tolls, to the produce of which alone they could look for enabling them TF™? L 

to pay the Interest of their Debt, and finally liquidate it, has been diminished ed i+juneigii 

inconsequence of their bargain with the Directors General, according to their P a 3 e *3- 

statement, to the amount of 4 £ per cent, on the sum granted. Appendix, N® 5. 

In order to carry the Navigation from Coolnahay to the Shannon, at Tar- 
monbury, the point of its original destination, various lines have been suggested ; 
but that by Ballymahon, as being the least expensive, and likelv to take the 
shortest tune in execution, was approved of by the Directors General, who were 
disposed to recommend a grant of public money in aid of the undertaking. 

The Grand Canal Company having, however, opposed the extension of the Royal 
Canal in that direction, appealed to the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council 
and thereupon the decision of the Directors General was reversed. The obstacle 
thus opposed to the progress of the Navigation in the line intended, and the 
inability of the Company to prosecute the works, compelled them to apply to 
Government and Parliament for relief, and seem to have led to an enquiry into 
the state of their affairs, and the developement of their embarrassments, as set 
forth m the Report of the Directors General of 22d April 1811. We are aware Report of Com- 

,t “ ie investigation of the affairs of any particular Company does not come niittee of House of 
W'ttai our commission, except so far as they may involve the conduct of the &**“» 00 

Mmled nn^r l ’Ir?' 5 h T mmi of P» Mic m <™.V already ex- c£i*X» 

pended on the works of this Navigation, and the great benefit likelv to arise to printed ,+ June 
tlie Empire at large from its further extension, which can only be” effected by l8u > ‘9- 
aid from the Public, as also the general distress occasioned by the inability of tlie 
Eosnpanv to perform their engagements with their creditors, we shall, we trust 
be excused for deviating in some respects, upon this occasion, from the strict 
line ol our enquiry, m making such observations as may occur to us on tlie 
means ol extricating the undertaking from the difficulties in which it is 
involved. 

Various causes, unnecessary for us to detail, seem to have contributed to the „ , , „ 

teMWffltMjtof «J> affairs tf tb* Comnray ; a considerable portion of it is attri- 
luted to ai lodged misconduct in their own directors, under whose manage- Canal Company f 
inent Debts have been contracted contrary to the provisions of the Charter and dated the loLh 
the undertaking incumbered greatly beyond what it had any means of support- Septerabcr l8n * 
>ng. It is also represented, that some of the Loans were negociated in a manner 
calculated to excite great doubt of the purity of the transactions. These subjects 
would certainly justify the strictest investigation ; but as our powers are unequal 
uiereto, we can only generally advert to them, without attempting to express anv 
opinion, as to the existence or extent of the delinquency. J 
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Itappears, that on 31st December 1S10, the Debt of the Company amounted to 
£. 842,550. ; — the Interest and Annuities thereon to £. 49,824. 10.; two years 
of which are now in arrear; and that their permanent Expenditure, including 
such Interest and Annuities, exceeded their permanent Revenue, as stated bv 
the Directors General, by £. 45,693. 5.6. To the capital of the Debt, as ft 
stood on that day, is to he added £. 19,450., making a total of £. 862,000. 
But besides the inadequacy of the means of the Company to meet the charge of 
their Debt, they are liable to be further embarrassed by litigation, arising from 
the violations of their Charter ; and even amongst the Creditors themselves there 
are adverse interests ; certain of them being entitled, according to the date of 
their Debentures, to a prior lien on the estate of the Company, to the amount of 
the subscriptions actually expended on the works, beyond which the Corpo- 
ration was not permitted to borrow. The relief of the Company from their pe- 
cuniary difficulties, appears, in the first instance, to depend upon the completion 
of the Canal, aided, as we recommend, in a subsequent part of this Report, by 
restoring to them the right of levying tolls as before their bargain with the 
Directors General in 1801 ; and further allowing them to impose the same tolls 
on corn, meal, malt and flour, coming to Dublin, as are taken by the Grand Canal 
Company, in respect to the tolls on which articles only the provisions of the 
Charters of the two Companies as to the rate of tolls differ. Should the tolls of 
the Royal Canal Company be placed on the footing here proposed, the objec- 
tions of the Grand Canal Company to the line for continuing the Royal Canal 
by Ballymahon, appearing to arise, principally, from a supposed competition 
injurious to the trade of the former, created by the lowness of the tolls levied on 
the latter, would be obviated, and a considerable addition would be made to the 
income of the Royal Canal Company; so far contributing towards their relief. 
For completing the Canal there is no other fund at present than what the 
liberality of Parliament may supply; but before any such contribution can be 
properly required, we submit, that a settlement of the affairs of the Company 
ought to take place, and their future management be so arranged, as to guard 
against the recurrence of abuses like the past, and afford a reasonable expect- 
ation, that whatever money is advanced by the Public for carrying on the works, 
will be judiciously and faithfully expended, unimpeded by the strife of contend- 
ing and litigating parties. On this principle, the Committee of the House of 
Commons, to w hich the Petition of the Royal Canal Company was referred in the 
year 1811, appears to have acted, in not recommending any grant of public 
money in aid of the undertaking; notwithstanding they declarer! themselves 
deeply impressed with the importance of relieving the suffering creditors of the 
Corporation, and of the utility to Ireland and benefit to the Empire, from the 
farther prosecution of the Navigation. The interests therefore of the Public, the 
creditors, and the proprietors, combine in recommending a prompt and speedy 
settlement of the affairs of the Company. This settlement should be final, leav- 
ing nothing for future discussion, and carefully guarding against every possible 
source ,of controversy, which might waste the means of the undertaking, or 
distract those to whose direction it may be confided, from that constant and 
unremitting attention, the more especially requisite, whilst the works are in pro- 
gress, and in the prosecution of which the Public, from paying the expense 
thereof, is particularly concerned. Neither of the modes proposed in the Pe- 
tition for relieving the Company, was deemed by the Committee admissible under 
the then existing circumstances; one was, that the Public should take upon 
itself, not only the whole charge of finishing the Navigation, but the expense of 
the Establishment, and of paying the Interest of the Debt, until the funds of the 
Company should he sufficient for these purposes ; the other, that the Canal 
should become public property, and be placed under the management of public 
officers, on terms to be agreed upon with the Company. But to whatever extent 
Parliament may in its wisdom and liberality think fit to grant pecuniary aid to 
the Company, we cannot recommend an absolute purchase of the Canal on the 
part of the Public, nor under any circumstances, even a temporary transfer of it to 
officers of the Public, who, if the claims of the creditors were not fully provided for, 
or some final settlement made with them, would have insurmountable difficulties 
to encounter in managing even the ordinary affairs of the Corporation, without 
referring to the execution of works, the further prosecution of which, we are firmly 
persuaded, can be most beneficially conducted through the medium of proprietors 
interested in the success of the undertaking, whose proceedings, however, should 

be 
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lie subject to inspection and controu!, so far as regards the observance of such 
regulations as may be provided by iaiv or by charter, for the government and 
management of the institution. 

In the completion of the Navigation, the Creditors of the Company are 
much more immediately interested than the Proprietors, that, being the principal 
resource to which the former are now to look for satisfaction of their demands 
it has therefore been suggested, with a view to a final settlement, of the affairs 
of the Corporation, restoring its credit, and reanimating the undertaking, to 
form a joint Company between these two bodies, upon terms to be mutually- 
agreed upon. Feeling the importance of any arrangement that might lead to 
such result, and anxious to promote an agreement between the parties, we sent 
for some of the present Directors, and two of the leading Members of the 
Committee of Loanholders ; and whilst we recommended to their consideration 
the scheme of a joint Company, we represented the great advantages to be 
derived to all persons directly or indirectly connected with the undertaking, 
from an amicable and prompt adjustment of their several interests, and the 
facility that would be thereby afforded to Parliament in extending pecuniary 
aid towards finishing the Navigation, the efficacy of which, in relieving the 
present distress, depended so much on its being procured with as little delay as 
possible. After frequent interviews and discussions with both parties, our efforts 
at reconciliation turned out to be ineffectual, and a proposition of the Directors Appendix, N* 7. 
was unanimously rejected by the Committee of Loanholders, without any con- 
cihatorv measure being submitted to us on their part in its place. The plan 
of the Direclors proceeded upon the principle of constituting a new Company* 
to be composed of the present Stockholders and Loanholders; each Stockholder 
to have therein a stock share of £.100. in' lieu of X-3oo. in stock in the 
present Company, and each, Loanholder to have a like stock share of £.100. 
in heu of ^.zoo. in loan debentures; the annual profits of the Canal to be 
divided amongst the Stockholders in the new Company of the latter description, 
until they amounted to 8 pqr cent, on their new Stock, any surplus thereof to 
go to the present Stockholders, until their dividend should also amount to £. 8 per 
cent, upon their new stock, after which period the Canal to become a common 
concern to both. It was further proposed, that the balance then in the hands 
or the 1 reasurer, amounting, as we are informed, to £. 12,000. should, for the 
purpose of meeting casualties, remain vested in Government debentures for the 
benefit ot the new Company ; and that the Docks communicating with the 
Lifley should be sold to Government for £. 100,000. and thereout interest paid 
to the Loanholders, at the rate of £. 4 per cent, per annum, for the two years 
ending December 1812. Whatever may be the merits or demerits of this 
scheme, it is in fact the proposal of one ruined party to another, founded upon 
the supposed disposition of Parliament, to relieve the distresses of both, in con- 
sideration of the benefits derived to the Public from the Navigation at its present 
-extent, and tae further advantages that may ensue to the Empire from its com- 
pletion. Io the terms on which it is proposed, to form the new Company, three 
objections may be made on the part of tlioiCrfcditors or Loanholders i s t. To 
Ihe proportion of new stock to be given to tlie -present: Proprietors.^— 2dly To 
the rate of interest: allowed .to the .Loanholders ; and - 3 dlv. The loss they 
must sustain until the profits of the Canal,, shall afford them even the dividend 
proposed. , 

ist. As to'the proportion of Stock to-be 1 allowed' in 'the new Company' to the 
present Proprietors and Loanholders respectively, three wavs- may he resorted to 
tor asceriaiii:no ,t ; 1st, by taking an account of the amount actually paid for 
each Stuck or Loan Debenture by the present holder fbdly, 'by snpbosin-r that' 
each Loanholder bought at par, which 1 is the' higResthirice. with perhaps °a few 
exceptions, for wKtii Loan Debentures ever sold, whilst they are, inol-e likely to 
have been under par, an.ftbat each Stockiioldef paid jE.’ef per cent, for his 
Stock Debenture, being the rate at which' the original capital' of £. 200000. 
was subscribed ; or 3<Uy, bv taking an ayerage of the suing actually raised by 
the Company, by the sale of Stock and by Loans respectively. Tile first mode 
1 s extremely objectionable, because of tile infinite trouble and' great delay attend- 
mg it and the more especially from the perjury it might induce, as the account 
must be taken upon oath ; the other two modes will give nearly the same pro- 
portions ; taking the Loan at par, each Loanholder, according to the scheme, is 
I ' C to 
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to pay £. 200. for a stock share of £.100. to bear an interest eventually of 
«£.8. per cent, and supposing the rate of interest agreed upon, it is the same 
thing whether he receives £ 4 per cent, on £. 200, or £. 8 per cent, on £. 100 ; 
on the other hand £. 300. in old stock at £. 67. per cent, the rate of the original 
subscription amounts to .£.201., which being given for £. 100. new stock, places 
in this respect the Loanholders and Proprietors on an equal footing; takin" the 
average of the sums actually raised by subscription to the Stock of the Company 
or by Loans, the former amounts to ,£.57. 12. 6. percent, of the nominal 
stock, and the latter to £. 88. 10. per cent, of the nominal Debt, three of the 
first amounting to £.172. 17. 6. and two of the last to £.177., making a 
difference of only £. 4. 2. 6. ; but when we consider that the new Stock of the 
present Proprietors is not to be productive until after the Loanholders receive 
£. 8 percent, on their new Stock, the proportion to be assigned to the former as it 
may affect the latter, is not material, provided the rate of Interest allowed them 
be sufficient, any benefit they might derive from a surplus of profits, after 
paying each class of Stockholders their full dividends, being a matter of very 
remote speculation. According to this proposition, the creditors would have 
£. 431,000, and the Proprietors .£.100,000. in new Stock, making the total 
capital of the new Company ,£.531,000. 2d. The part of the plan principally 
requiring consideration, is the rate of Interest proposed to be allowed to the 
Loanholders, who, according to their contracts with the Company, are entitled 
to £. 6 per cent, per annum, whereas they are offered only «£. 4 per cent. ; this 
objection would certainly be unanswerable, had not the undertaking failed on 
the security of which they lent their money, consequently as between them and 
the Proprietors, their only remedy is to sell the Canal, or get into receipt of its 
issues and profits ; but those funds would be altogether unequal to the aggregate 
demands of the creditors, whilst they are liable to be exhausted in the first 
instance by the claims of such of them as have prior liens on the Estate of the 
Company ; more however they cannot have, except through the compassionate 
interference of Parliament ; whatever they get beyond the produce of the Canal, 
is a boon from the Public, in the distribution of which, though the interests of 
the Creditors are -no doubt to be first considered, those of the innocent Proprietors, 
ought, not, we submit, to be entirely overlooked. It is now 23 years since the 
commencement of this navigation, which has been carried to its present extent 
by great labour and perseverance, without the Proprietors receiving any other 
return on their subscription of £. 172,964, than a sum of £. 43,784. 10. bein'* 
the total amount of Interest on their deposits, the anticipated dividends on their 
stock, and annuities received by them. Looking to the body of the Proprietors 
generally, always excepting individual delinquency, (into which, however, as we 
have before stated, we have no authority to enquire), we consider both them and 
the Loanholders to be innocent sufferers, equally unfortunate adventurers in an 
unsuccessful speculation ; the latter with a view to high Interest, lending their 
money improvidently, without sufficiently considering the security they were to 
got, or the hazard they rati of losing both Principal and Interest/ in case of the 
failure of the undertaking; whilst the former confided too implicitly, as is generally 
the case in public companies, on those to whom the management of the affairs of the 
Corporation was entrusted, and to some of these even neglect cannot be imputed, 
such as had not the amount of £.600. in stock, having been precluded by 38 Geo. 3. 
c. 54, from voting for Directors or intermeddling in any sort, in the affairs of the 
Company. This same Act, by the important alterations it made in the consti- 
tution of the Company, may have in some measure contributed to its misfortunes, 
having thrown so great a portion of power into the hands of the wealthy Pro- 
prietors (which was afterwards augmented in 1803), that any ten of them might, 
it is stated, have commanded a majority of the greatest assembly that ever took 
place of the Corporation. All the Loans, contrary to the provisions of the Charter, 
were negociated after the passing of this Act, but not without an endeavour, on 
the part of some of the Company, both in their Corporation assemblies, by 
memorial to Government, and in a Court of Justice, to oppose them in the first 
instance. Admitting, however, the paramount claims of the creditors, the least 
it would seem that can be conceded to the Proprietors, in any arrangement of 
the affairs of the Company, to be founded on the bounty of Parliament, is that 
their interest should not be entirely extinguished, which from any view we can 
take of the probable future income of the Canal, we conceived would be the* 
case if they were not to participate therein, until it was equal to pay the full 

interest 
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interest on the debt as it now stands; as it is, the proposal of the Directors seems 
not Jar irom an entire abandonment of their interest in the Navigation bv the 
Proprietors, considering the distant period at which their deferred dividends are 
hfcehr to take effect. The gross revenue of the Canal for the year 1 8 u, amounted Appendix, N* ... 

t °°°'> an d the net revenue to about .£.4,500. ; and even supposing that 
the lolls purchased by the Directors General should be restored to the Comoanv 
and they should be allowed to levy Tolls at the same rates as are taken by the 
gratia Canal Company, the gross income of the navigation cannot be esti- 
mated at more than £. 22,000. calculating on the trade of that year, and their 
itet income, after deducting £. 10,000., for establishment, repairs, &c. at about 
£.12,000. per annum, upon which, with whatever addition thereto increase of 
trade might make, the creditors, after these concessions from the Public, would l ave 
to rely in satisfaction of their demands. When the Canal has reached Tarmonbury 
the expense of the establishment, &c. may be estimated at £. 16,000. per an- 
num, and the dividend proposed to be allowed the Loanholders on the X.43 1,000. 
being ci. 34.480. per annum, it would require to meet these charges a gross re- 
venue 01 £. 50,480., being an addition to the gross revenue produced in the year 
. 1 of ,4‘ 3 5 >4 80., and to the gross revenue estimated to arise on the augment- 
ation of the tolls of £. 28,480. It is not easy to form any just estimate of what 
k p 1C °lr’i i 1 t lC ^ avi £ at ‘ on may be when it arrives at Tarmonbury ; Mr. Ternant 
the 1 ay Clerk of the Royal Canal Company, in his evidence before the Directors Report of Com- 
Cr-eneral ot Inland Navigation, calculates upon an increase of 30 000. per n ? ittee of House of 
annum m the gross revenue produced by the navigation at the present rate of 
toll. This would give but £. 45,000, whereas we have already shown it would nal Company or- 
require an annual gross income of ,£. 50,480. to provide for the necessary deretl to Le printed, 
charges of the Canal, and pay the dividend of £. 8 per cent, to the Loanholders. ,4june lSn > 

Rut if the Company be permitted to levy tolls at the augmented rares we have page37 ' 
calculated upon (for the full toll of 3 d. per ton per mile cannot be taken upon, 
all articles, without injury to the trade as it stands at present), the gross revenue 
supposed by Mr. Ternan would be increased about one half, making it £.67, zoo. 
per annum, from which deducting the expense of the Establishment, &c. as 
before stated, and the dividend to the Loanholders, amounting together to 
£. 50,480. there would remain £. 17,020., subject to pay the old stockholders 
*r: 0,000. on their stock of £. 100,000., leaving a surplus of £.0,020. to be di- 
vided equally amongst the new Company ; but Mr. Ternan’s calculation is mere Appendix, N* n> 
conjecture, founded upon no given data, and therefore not to be relied upon, whilst 
according to it a period of near 18 years is to elapse, before the supposed encrease Report of Com- 
ol revenue is to accrue; and even admitting these expectations to be realized “ llttee '’ 1 ’ House of 
the whole fund remaining, after providing £. 16,000. for the establishment, &c! 
would be exhausted, if the Loanholders were to receive £. 6 per cent, on their nal Company i or- 
lginal debt, which would amount to £. 51,720., leaving nothing for thePropri- dered to be printed, 
etors at the end of perhaps 40 years from the commencement of the undertaking. 14 Jline l8u * 

Some better idea of the probable income to be derived from the Royal Canal, ’’’ 3 " 
alter its completion, may, we think, be formed, by supposing it would be in pro- 
portion to that of the Grand Canal, calculating upon the extent of each. The 
latter has two principal branches; one, communicating with the Shannon, at a 
m stance ot 62 | miles from Dublin ; the other with the Barrow, at a distance of 
42 1 miles; 21 miles of the Canal proceeding from Dublin, being common to 
both : on the other hand, the Royal Canal, when completed to Tarmonbury, will 
extern] 70 miles. Estimating, therefore, the gross revenue of the Grand Canal 
Company, exclusive of the produce of their Collieries, in round numbers, at 
X. So.ooo. per annum, according to its amount in the half year ending an Fe- v.,* 

nary 181a, that off the Royal Canal Company, bv the proposed mode of cal- ’ 

cutation, would be £. 53,333. per annum ; from which, deducting the expense of 
the establishment, &e. as before, there will remain £. 37,333. to pay the Dividend 
° P v r .ro nt ', \° ‘ lc Loaill 'olders, leaving on ] y a surplus of £. 2,853. applicable 
to that of the old Stockholders. It will be observed, that we have taken the 
annon and Barrow branches, as forming two distinct lines, notwithstanding they 
nave one common trunk ; but the trade so near to Dublin is not likely to be so 
.w'- v* " 1!lter ' all y to affect, by that circumstance, a calculation of this 
escript'on, whilst that winch is more distant is the great source of revenue ■ 
esides which we have not included, in the extent of the Canal, the off-lines to 
y, Milltown, Blackwood, and Edenderry, containing nearly the same 

distance 
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distance as the common trunk of the Shannon and Barrow branches. We think 
it highly probable, that the revenues of the Royal Canal, if carried lo the Shannon, 
may, at some future period, equal the amount above stated ; but this cannot 
happen instantaneously, upon its completion. The trade must grow by degrees, 
as tillage encreases, and the Public become sensible of the advantages shell a 
mode of communication is calculated to produce. The Grand Canal has been 
long finished, and is now in full trade, communicating, by means of the river 
Barrow, with some of the most fertile corn districts in Ireland; and yet, though 
we have calculated upon a period the most productive that had occurred to the 
Grand Canal Company, in point of revenue, the income to be derived from the 
Royal Canal, estimated under such favourable circumstances, would not pay the 
old Stockholders £. 3 per cent, upon their reduced stock of„£. t 00,000. To give 
the Loanholders £.10 per cent, on their new stock, would require a net revenue of 
*£.43,100. ; and to allow them £. 12 per cent, thereon, would require £. 5 1,720. 
as before stated ; being in the one case £. 5,254. ; and, in the other, £. 1 3,874. 
per annum, more than is supposed to be produced by the preceding calculation ; 
and either of them, if substituted for ^.8 per cent, would, v/e fear, be equal to the 
perpetual exclusion of the old Stockholders. In fact, under the operation of the 
proposal of the Directors, the Creditors alone could be considered as profiting 
from the benevolence of Parliament. As to make up the dividend of £. 8 per cent, 
■on their proportion of the new Stock, it would require the present net income of 
the Navigation, the encrease arising from the augmented tolls, and an addition of 
revenue equal to £. xi per cent, on £. 200,000., supposing that sum to belaid out 
in completing the Canal to Tarinonbury, before the original Undertakers of the 
■works, or their representatives, could receive a farthing ; besides which, whatever 
further sums Parliament may think fit to grant, should more be necessary -for 
finishing the Navigation, as maybe apprehended, than they are now estimated to 
•cost, will likewise be, in the first instance, for their benefit. 3dly. It is certainly 
true, that no provision is made by the plan for the loss of interest which the Loan- 
holders must incur, until the income of the Canal is equal to pay them the pro- 
posed dividend ; but without incumbering the revenues of the Navigation beyond 
what, from anything that appears at present, they could bear, thereby altogether 
tending to defeat the project of a joint'Company, by the remoteness of the interest 
that would belong to the old Stockholders, such loss cannot be prevented, unless 
by a further extension of the bounty of Parliament. Should it be considered 
expedient by Government to purchase the Docks at the value put upon them by 
the Company, it has been proposed to appropriate £. 20,000. a year to the Loan- 
holders, which would give them nearly *£.8 per cent, on their reduced cipitalfor 
5 years, the time supposed to be required to finish the Navigation to Tarmon- 
bury. These Docks appear to be highly deserving the attention of Government, 
and might perhaps render it unnecessary to proceed with the intended Basin at 
the Custom House ; they are not entirely completed according to the original 
Appendix, K° 12. plan. The distance of the Dock that is finished from the Custom House Stores, 
is 105 perches; and of that which, is incomplete,, and was intended as an ex- 
tension of the first Dock, is only 50 perches ; the former has a sea-lock, capable 
of receiving Vessels of near 400 tons burthen, and will contain 25 sail, of 
300 tons each. The expense of these works, including that uart of the line 
which connects them with the Harbour at the Broad-stone, is calculated to have 
^Appendix,) amounted 'to <£.68,000. The Basin intended, to be formed at the East of the 
Custom House, is estimated to cost £. 54,800., and is proposed to contain 
Appendix, N° 33. 33 sail Q f vessels, of 300 tons each. Some objection may be made to this pro- 
1-bid'. - position, on account of the expense,' amounting to £. 1 1 7,460., already incurred 

in buying ground for the site of the new Basin.; but , as this ground 
lies directly between the Custom House and the Royal Canal Docks, it 
might, if fairly valued at first, be propahly disposed of without any material 
loss ; and considering the fallaciousness of estimates in general, purchasing 
the latter might produce ultimately a saving to the Public. As to 
their value we do not pretend to be judges; but as the public paid a portion of 
the expense of forming them, less than the sum demanded might, -we think, be 
taken. Supposing, therefore, the joint Company to be established, we should 
propose, it Government and the Creditors will accede thereto, that in satisfaction 
Appendix, N° 6. of the two years interest, and annuities amounting to £. 102,640., Government 
should give the Loanholders Debentures for £. x 00,000. beariug interest ,£. 3^ per 
cent . ; these would likely sell for £. 73,000., the purchase would be easy, and we 

should 
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should hope beneficial to the Public, and great relief would be afforded to the 
, ■ distressed Loanholders, who might immediately convert the Debentures assigned 

c I to them into money. Upon the whole, we regret exceedingly that this plan has 

, I been so hastily rejected, conceiving it to be the best that can be devised under 

i the present circumstances, for renovating the undertaking, and at the same time 

i the least onerous to the public. It is calculated, we conceive, to give a cur- 

r rencyto the Loan Debentures in the shape of new stock, which they have not 

1 at present; even the stock of the old proprietors would have some value attached 

3 to it, from the prospect of the undertaking being at length finished, and its being, 

3 when completed, entirely free from debt; speculative men would be induced to 

3 become purchasers, and a new Company be thus created, all parties uniting in 

-• a vigorous prosecution of the works, and a prudent and economical management 

f of the concern. In not acceding, however, to the proposition of the Directors, 

the Creditors have only exercised their undoubted right, and should they perse- 
vere in this determination, it will remain for the w’isdom of Parliament to devise 
; sonic other measure for arranging the affairs of the Company, and for their future 

e management. The Creditors of the Company are clearly entitled to the income 

2 of the Canal at its present extent, after providing for its maintenance, to the 

J amount of the annual charge of the debt, and until their arrears of interest be 

liquidated ; and with respect to the direction of the undertaking, it may be either 
f vested; ist, in them alone; 2ndly, in them and the proprietors jointly; or 

f -3dl y, it may continue with the Corporation. The first would be a violation of 

t the strict right of the Company, and neither it nor the second would, we con- 

3 ceive, afford a better system of management than may be had under the third (if 

1* the interest of the proprietors be not made too remote), without disturbing the Cor- 

r 1 potation in the occupation of what property belongs to it; on the contrary, either 

> of them might, and probably would lead to* much strife and controversy between 

r I the parties, amidst which the maintenance of the Navigation woidd most likely 

be neglected, and the works fall into a state of dilapidation ; we should therefore 
| prefer allowing the management of the Navigation to remain with the Company, 
1 I subject to the cOntroul and superintendence of the Directors General; the net 

r produce of the revenue, applicable to the demands of the Creditors, to be paid 

t to Trustees authorised by them to receive the same ; and until such appointment 

s takes place, into the Bank of Ireland for their use and benefit. As the Creditors 

I would be by this means substantially in possession of the same relief they could 

T derive from any proceedings in a Court of Equity, short of a sale of the Canal 

■ which is not for their benefit ; it would be but equitable that the Corporation 
r I should be protected against all suits or actions for or on„accopnt of the prin- 

I cipal or interest of the Debt, and provision ought to be made by law accordingly. 

1 Under this Parliamentary settlement of the affairs of the. Company, the w.orksj 
t with the aid of the Public, might proceed ; the Directors General, in the first 

1 instance, taking care to ascertain by a survey , and enquiry, under their own 

;> direction, whether the projected line by Ballymahon ought to be pursued in the 

course intended ; doubts having, we understand, been entertained by somemf the 
s sufficiency of the supply of water. In the progress of the works the. Diiectprs 

,f General should also look to their proper execution ; and it might tend greatly to 

e economise the expenditure thereon, if a Committee to superintend the works, 

e composed of persons .selected out of the Company for their public spirit, intel- 

e I hgence, and activity, were appointed, with the 'approbation of the Directors 

t* General, and liable to be removed by them ; the expenses of such Committee to 

I be borne, and some small remuneration for their trouble paid, out of the Revenues 
& I £; tj 1 ? Corporation. The augmentation we have proposed in the Rates of the 

ft A oils to be levied on the Canal, and its further extension, will necessarily occasion 

t I a considerable increase of Revenue. To this the Creditors have no strict ri<dit, 

il to g' ve them the whole until their demands are satisfied, will, as we have 

% I already endeavoured to shew, operate to the perpetual exclusion of. the Proprie- 

0 tors ; whether the latter are to have any, and what share of the public bounty, must 

,f depend, from the want of any agreement amongst the parties, on the decision of 

e 1 an lament : Still, we are not without hopes, but that the Loanholders and Pro- 

d Pnetors, upon a cool and deliberate view of the advantages to be derived from a 

n •' 0lllt Company, may accede to its formation, which we have no doubt they would 

lt do, if it were understood that pecuniary aid would be withheld, unless an arrange- 

, r ment were made equitable to both parties, securing to the Public the due 

e I application of the funds Parliament might grant, to continue the works, and 

d I •- D affording 
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affording a prospect, that upon the completion of the Navigation, it would be so 
maintained, upheld, and conducted, that the Empire should enjoy, without impe- 
diment or interruption, the benefits originally in view at its commencement. 

Before we close the subject of the Royal Canal, we cannot omit adverting to a 
very heavy imposition upon its trade, arising from the claims ©f the Corporation of 
the City of Dublin to levy tolls on all corn, meal, malt, and flour, discharged at the 
Canal Harbour, immediately adjoining the City boundaries, and carried from 
thence into the City. The rate of the tolls exacted is about i-8oth part of the 
current value of the article, without reference to the distance from which it 
comes; and it has so happened that the City tolls amounted to 8.?. per ton 
in an instance of wheat, which if brought the whole extent of the Navigation 
would only have paid the Royal Canal Company 3 s. xo d. per ton. Goods con- 
veyed by the Grand Canal are exempted from any duty, toll, or custom, ex- 
t9Ueo.u1. c.33. ce p t such as are payable to the Grand Canal Company; but in regard to the 
Royal Canal, a saving was made of the rights of the Corporation of the City of 
Dublin, to any toll or custom they were entitled to receive on goods brought 
Appendix, N° 11. j n to, or carried out of the City. We also understand, that no City toll is levied 
on corn brought to Dublin coastway s, or by the Royal Canal into the Liffey, and 
discharged at any of the public quays within the City. How far these tolls are war- 
ranted by the Charter of the Corporation of Dublin, we have not the means of decid- 
ing, never having had an opportunity of seeing it ; but though corn, &c. brought 
into the City may be liable to custom, which is a charge on goods coming in or going 
out, we very much doubt whether any goods be liable to the City toll, unless they 
be bought or sold in the public market, whereas the corn on which such toll is 
levied may be for exportation, and never go to market. We do not see any 
reason for making a distinction in this case between the Grand and Royal 
Canals, or between corn brought coastways to Dublin and that coming by a 
Canal, and passing from it immediately into the City ; it is, however, a subject 
requiring to be particularly investigated, and to have some arrangement made 
in regard to it before the further extension of the Navigation ; in proportion to 
which, and the encrease of its trade, the difficulty of doing so will be augmented, 
if the claim of the Corporation be well founded. 



Appendix, N° 11. 



11 & 18 Geo III. 
c.31 sec. 29. 



BARROW NAVIGATION. 

This Company was incorporated by Royal Charter in the year 1790, for the 
purpose of carrying on, improving, and completing the Navigation of the River 
Barrow, from the bridge of Athy, in the County of Kildare, to the tide-water 
below the rock called the Scars, at Saint Mullins in the County of Carlow, a 
Irish Commons' distance of 34 Irish miles. According to the statement of the Company in the 
part^V’App'endix y ear ^oo, they had completed the Navigation between the two specified points, 
page 1,036. ’ with a track- way so far as to admit horses to track Boats thereon, opening 

thereby an inland navigable communication through the Grand Canal at Athy, 
between Dublin and the rivers Suire and Note, and the ports of Waterford and 
Ross ; there were also Passage Boats plying between Leighlin and Athy. 

Ibid. The proposals made by the Company to Parlihment did not extend further 

than to make the River navigable for Boats of 15 tons in summer, and 30 in 
winter, to effect which, they had engaged to expend of their own private money 
£. 40,000. on receiving £. 20,000. from the Public, and the Navigation would 
probably have been completed for the sum proposed, or nearly so, had the 
Company adhered to their original scheme ; but they erected the new Locks, of 
which there were 10 in number, on a scale to admit Boats of So tons burthen, 
the Company stating it to be their intention to carry the Navigation to the 
fullest perfection,, by enabling Boats of the same burthen as those on the Grand 
Canal, to ply thereon at all seasons, thereby avoiding the necessity of unshipping 
goods brought by this Canal, in order to their being transported down the 
Barrow. After having expended on the several works £. 62,881., including 
therein the produce of £. 20,000 . in £. 4 per cent, debentures received from the 
Navigation Ac- Public, and the Navigation being still incomplete on the enlarged scale that was 
counts presented to proposed, they applied for aid to the Directors General, who in 1803 agreed to 
the Housecrf Com- gj ve them £. 20,000., in consideration of their reducing the rates of the tolls 
be°printed, July they were allowed to take on certain specified articles, and also to contribu |e 

1806, page 16. one half of a sum not exceeding <£.55,000., being the estimated cost of com* 

pletiD# 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



T 






: 



f 

t 

1 

i 



t 



t 



) 



e 

:r 

:r 



| 



e 



d 



n 

v 

Id 

le 

of 

te 

id 

'5 

le 

ig 

ie 

as 

to 

Us 

to 

n* 



JJ/ 

Inland Navigation.] on FEES, GRATUITIES, &c. 15 

pleting the Navigation with the necessary Locks, each 80 feet long, and 16 feet 
wide, and a channel throughout at all seasons of the year, of 5 feet depth of 
water at low water spring tides; any new Canals or inland cuts that might be 
necessary for the purpose, to be 40 feet wide at top, and 22 feet wide at. bottom. 

These works were to be finished in seven years from the year 1803, and the 
Company were likewise to build, at their own expense, a sufficient wharf or 
place of shipping, at such a distance from Athy, as that corn, meal, malt and 
flour, shipped from thence to Dublin, might not be charged on the Grand Canal 
with more than 1 f d. a ton per mile, agreeable to the provision of 29 Geo. III. 
c, 33. which enacts, that no higher toll should be taken on those articles passing 
through that Canal to Dublin, if laden 10 miles below Athy; and in order to 
enforce the fulfilment of these stipulations, it was agreed that the Directors 
General should retain, until the proposed works were finished, a sum of £.6,875., 
being one-fourth part of the contributions then to be paid by the Public. 

The Company, in pursuance of their contract, have reduced the tolls on the 
particular articles agreed upon, and have thereby diminished their annual income, 
on an average of the last three years, by £. 2,850. ; they have also proved the Appendix, N* 33. 
expenditure of £. 55,000. in the execution of the proposed w'orks, and in Appendix, N°5. 
addition thereto, a sum of *£.11,620. 16. up to 5th January 1812 ; but as the Papers relating to 
Navigation was not completed according to the terms of the agreement of 1803, the Inland Naviga- 
the Directors General refused to pay to the Company the sum of £.6,8 75. re- li ° n °[ Irelaucl; 
tained in their hands as before mentioned; upon, however, a full consideration House of Commons 
of the conduct of this Company, the exertions they had made to finish the Na- to be printed, 
vigation at a heavy expense to themselves, without reaping any advantage from July 22, 1812, 
their undertaking, and the great national importance of the work itself, the page 297, 
Directors General, with the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, and of the Appendix, No. 5. 
Lords of the Treasury, have agreed to pay to the Company the sum of £'.6,875., £ ap ? r ?. relat,n g t01 
that had been retained for the purposes already stated, and also a sum of g^ion oHrdand ; 
£.5,810. 8., the latter being one half of the cost of the works up to 5th Ja- ordered by the ’ 
nuary 1812, exceeding the contract of 1803 ; in consideration of which, and of House of Commons 
being paid one half of the subsequent expense of completing the Navigation j°j bc pri, g ed ’ 
from Athy to Saint Mullin, to the depth of 5 feet water at the driest season of page 291 to 207, 
the year, they have engaged, under a penalty of £.12,000. to finish the same 
in seven years, or within ten years, in case the progress of the works be retarded 
by uncommon wet seasons, or extraordinary accident or difficulties. The whole Appendix, N* 14. 
cost of these works is estimated at upwards of £. 66,000. ; when, however, we 
consider the length of time allowed for their completion, we fear that a consi- 
derable excess is likely to take place. 



GRAND CANAL. 

The Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal was incorporated by 
nth and 12th Geo. III. c. 31, for the purpose of carrying on and completing 
an Inland Navigation that had been before that time commenced, from Dublin 
to the river Shannon, with off-branches to the rivers Barrow and Boyne ; and 
the>' were entitled to levy 3 d. per ton per mile upon all goods whatsoever; but 
by 29th Geo. III. c. 33, it is provided, that as soon as the rivers Shannon and 
Barrow should be made navigable, according to the proposals of the different 
Undertakers, no more than 1 § d. per ton per mile should be charged on all corn, 
meal, malt and flour, brought to Dublin, by the Grand Canal, from a distance 
of ten miles below Athv on the river Barrow, and from an equal distance below 
Banagher on the river Shannon. According to the Company’s statement in the Irish Commons’ 
year 1800, they had carried the Canal to Baltimore, in the county of Westmeath, Journals, vol 19. 
within 18 miles of the Shannon, at Banagher and at Athlone, with an off-branch” P art ' 2 ’ Appendix, 
commencing at Lowtown, in the County of Kildare, to the river Barrow at Athv, page 1,012 ‘ 
and with tw o collateral branches, one on the summit level to certain reservoirs at 
Milltown, in the County of Kildare, and the other at the Bog of Allen, with a 
reservoir at Feranfore, in the same County ; besides which they had completed 
a floating dock, communicating with the river Liffey, capable of containing 
upwards of 300 ships, and three large graving docks. At that period, even Ibid, 
though the Canal had not reached the Shannon, a most extensive trade was 
carried on by it in the conveyance of flour, malt, wheat, oats and barley, turf, 

Kilkenny coal, timber, bricks and furniture; the amount of the tonnage of the 
’ 61 1 trade 
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trade boats which plied on the Canal in one year was 90,483, and in six months 
of the year 1800, the tolls produced «£. 1 8,010. being at the rate of £. 36,000. 
per annum; besides which, the Company then calculated upon an immediate 
encrease in the revenue of £. 12,000. per annum, to arise from raising the banks 
of one of the levels, which were too low to admit of boats taking their full 
lading, in consequence whereof no higher toll was charged than 1 d. per ton 
per mile; but it was to the junction of the Canal with the river Shannon that the 
Company looked “ to receive the reward of their labours, and an adequate 
“ return for the long arrear of dividend due to them,” calculating upon an 
augmentation of their revenues to at least threefold their then amount. 

This junction was effected at a point now called Shannon Harbour, near 
Banagher, in the King’s County, and the Canal has been for some years in full 
operation ; but the expectations of the Company in respect to revenue have not 
>• been realized to their full extent. The total cost of the works amounted to 
«£. 966,364, 13. 9i, and excepting what was executed by the Commissioners, 
who afterwards became the Corporation of Inland Navigation, the whole has 
been completed by the Company, without any other aid received from Par- 
• li ament than the sum of .£.93,258. No part of the grant of £. 500,000. has 
been given towards it, a difference having arisen between the Directors General 
and the Company, as to the value of a portion of their tolls which they proposed 
. to dispose of. In 1806, however, the Directors General agreed to give the 
Grand Canal Company a sum not exceeding £’.54,634, 18. 7. for making, 

5 completing and preserving (but without trackways) the navigation of that part 
of the river Shannon, situate between the northern extremity of Lough Der" 
and the northern extremity of the Canal at Or near Athlone, the same to have 
six feet depth of water at the least, at all seasons of the year, with proper locks, 
a specified number of wharfs or harbours, and such number of bridges over any 
Inland Canals or Cuts that might be made, as the Directors General should think 
necessary, not exceeding one at the distance of every half mile. 

These several works have been completed to the satisfaction of the Directors 
General, but at an expense to the Grand Canal Company of £. 30,222. 19. 31. 
beyond the sum advanced to them. The tolls allowed to be taken on this part 
of the Shannon Navigation, according to the agreement between the Company 
and the Directors General, are extremely low, not exceeding on any article 
1 d. per ton per mile ; and even at this rate, such goods as are carried to or from 
■ Dublin are exempted from the river charges. 



THE PORT AND HARBOUR OF DUBLIN. 

The sum of «£. 15,000. was granted by the Directors General to the Cor- 
poration for improving the Port and Harbour of Dublin, in pursuance of the 
provisions contained in 43 Geo. 3 d. c. 127. for the purpose of building Walls 
of Embankment to the River Liffey. The works contracted for have been well 
executed, and the expenditure proved to the satisfaction of ihe Directors 
General. 

We shall next proceed to state the expenditure on works executed under the 
immediate orders of the Directors General themselves. 



DUBLIN HARBOUR. 

Appendix, N* 17. A. Sum of <£. 7,250. 16. 7 f. has been expended by the Directors General, 
in procuring a Chart of the Harbour and Bay of Dublin and the environs, in 
various surveys, plans and reports, made by different Engineers, with a view to 
the improvement of the Harbour, and in repeated experiments to ascertain the 
Navigation Papers ; nature of the Coast, the depths and variations of the sands, especially of the bar, 
ordeied by the with the effects thereon of winds, tides and currents. These several plans, 
Hou>e of Commons surveys and reports, being already before Parliament, it is sufficient for us to 
toL P u!y 1806. refer to them. 
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This Navigation extends from the sea at Fathom Point to Np wrw 
thence to the navigable part of the river R.,nn w nC ,. 0 Nenr y, and from Irish Commons' 

miles; the remainder IftZ v.; , bemg a d,stance of about i* Journals, vol. 

' T l IS avigation is about nine miles of that river to P !lrt2d - Appendix, 

Long!, Neagh Front Newry to the deep water of the Bam, has bee,, fi ", ‘a W W*. 

60 years, and from Newry to Fathom 30 years finished 

appointed nine of the principal inhabitants of Newry mist of thiL 8 '''™ * l6 "’ ApI ’“ di ' : ' N* 1. 
trade, to be local conductors of the Navigation Thei’r Z L f P ereons “ 
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5 e thf DSc“iS thege " eral bUSi “ SS “ fthe Navigation unleHhe^ 
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Ireland, on Inland Navigation in the year i goo lint, I, V Se ™ Commons of Irish Commons' 

been for the last , a years in sncl, re™ r ihai Vml "T h ad vol. , 0 . 

trade earned on b/h hZl^^S 'Z^StZ'Z %** 

made to us by the Directors General, that the works were then nea?lo • ™ Appm.dk N- , 8. 

state. Since that period, up to the present vea, the niL« n Y I ‘I mmous 

pended for maintenance of the establishment'!.^,, iZZand fo VC Aw “ ik ’ N ’t. 
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views to restoring repair, ng and improving the existing line. XSh , 

Locks 15m number, all of which are represented to have been in verv bid 

condition occasioned a considerable part of the expense that has been inemred 

Some of these locks have been entirely, and manv of them Zh n o 

besides which a new sea-lock has been erected between the h. • P f y rob “ l,t ' 

are now discharged, and the tide water ta the Newry rivS Zo^lTn STH 

Custom House. At Tallvho trvo locks were taken dm™ ’ j P n * ! the old 
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water there, and by the Crusher river, improved the supplies of 
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otill, however, it is represented as susceptible of fm-rW I,™- 11 execut ed. 
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cills, and also to widen a certain part of the canal the 0116 J0t * 0m an d 
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the great mconvemencc and disadvantage of the exporting to 
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The vessels generally used on this navigation are lighters or flats, of the 
burthen of from 40 to 60 tons-, sloops with falling masts also freqnent it, and 
in summer trade to the opposite coasts of England and Scotland. Its principal 
trade consists in transporting to the adjoining counties bleaching materials, flax- 
seed, iron, timber, and almost every article of foreign produce imported into 
Newry. The tolls in the year ending 5th January 1812, produced £. 1,922 ; 
the charge for that year, including the establishment, new works, repairs, and 
every expense whatsoever, was £. 1,137., giving a surplus of £. 785. From the 
annexed account of the produce of the tolls from December 1800 to January 
1812, it appears that upon the whole the trade on this Navigation is encreasing. 



TYRONE CANAL AND MAHERY CUT. 

A PRiNCipAT. benefit proposed to the Public from this Navigation and that of 
Newry, at ar. early period, seems to have been the supplying Dublin with coals 
from the collieries of Drumglass, in the County of Tyrone ; hutafter aconsiderable 
expenditure of public money, some pbrtion of it to enable undertakers to work 
•the collieries, coals of an inferior quality only have as yet been obtained. This 
Canal extends from Coal Island, in the County of Tyrone, to that part of the 
river Blackwater, a distance of three miles, which is opposite to a cut made 
across the Isthmus ofMahery, for the purpose of affording a communication for 
loaded vessels, between the river Blackwater and Lough Neagh, thereby avoiding 
the bar at the mouth of that river, upon which there is only one foot ten inches of 
water in summer. In the year 1800 the Navigation was represented to the 
Committee of the House of Commons on Inland Navigation before mentioned, 
lo be in a ruinous state, and as having no other fund for its support than what 
arose from the Tolls, producing, on an average of the preceding six years, not 
more than £. $0, annually, and subject to the salaries of five lock-keepers. The, 
extent of the Canal continues the same as before, no addition having been 
made to it by the Directors General ; but it has been repaired and improved, and 
is represented as being in good navigable order. 

In the course of eleven years, ending 5th January 1812, there has been 
expended -on this Navigation, including the charge for maintaining the establish- 
ment, a sum of«£, 22,087; 3 - 7 f- From the return made to us by the Directors 
General, it appears that a double lock and two bridges over the Canal have been 
built, the dimensions of a county bridge extended, and a trackway constructed 
under it; the Mahery Cut, which was ehoaked throughout, and in one part 
entirely filled with sand, effectually opened, embankments formed, a road made 
to, the ferry of the Blackwater, and a bridge built over it, for the purpose of 
affording a passage into the peninsula of Derry werragh ; and thata low pier has been 
built, to prevent the sands of Lough Neagh from being washed into the Cut, in 
consequence of which no fresh accumulation of sand has taken place; it is also 
intended to project the. pier further into the lake, whereby the swell from thence 
■will, be broken, and the entrance into the Cut facilitated. It is likewise stated, 
that the soil through which the line of navigation has been carried, is boggy, 
with a substratum of sand ; and that hence considerable expense has been 
•unavoidably incurred in forming and establishing the banks, and in building 
supporting walls to prevent their slipping; besides which, that the disposition 
of such soil to swell in the bottom of the Canal, renders frequent dredging 
necessary. Notwithstanding what is here stated, and that other works, not 
particularly mentioned, have been executed, the expenditure on this Navigation 
appears to be out of all proportion to its extent, being only about three miles 
and a half in length. Whether the Public is likely to derive advantages commen- 
surate to so great an expense, we have not sufficient means at presentto determine. 
It appears, however, that the speculation of supplying Dublin with coals from 
the Tyrone collieries has failed ; and we learn, from the observations of one of 
.the Directors Genera], who visited the collieries at Coal Island, in December 1 809, 
that the coals were of an extremely bad quality; and that English coals, at 
thirty shillings a ton, were used in that vicinity in preference ; that the price of 
the coals at the pit was i6.v. a ton, and that the expense of conveying them 
to Dublin, through the Newry Canal, would be from 2 6s. to 2 Ss. a ton ; so that 
-they would stand in Dublin from 42s. to 44.?. a ton, greatly exceeding the ordinary 
iprice of English coals ; but though from this account these coals are not fit 

for 
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for domestic use, they may lie applicable to bleaching, malting, and smith’s 
works, The income derived from the tolls of this Canal is very inconsiderable. Appendix, N’ao. 
Each boat using the Navigation pays 5 s. 5 d. at its egress, without reference to 
its tonnage; the annual produce of which, on an average of six years, ending 
5th January 1811, amounted only to .£.22. 1. 5. It is, however, to be 
observed, that during this period the works were in progress, and the Naviga- 
tion consequently liable to much interruption. 



NAVIGATION FROM LIMERICK TO KILLALQE. 

This Navigation, which consists partly of Canal and partly of the river 
Shannon, extends from Limerick to the deep water at the entrance of Lough 
Derg, above the town of Killaloe, adistance of about 12 miles. From thence there 
is a navigation through the Lough to Banagher, and by means of the Grand 
Canal to Dublin. This Company was incorporated in 1767. In their state- 
ment to Parliament in the year 1800, they represented all the locks on the 
Navigation, of which there were eleven, to be in good order; but that a towing- 
path was wanted from Killaloe to Limerick; that some rocks, which were 
dangerous in summer, should be removed, and that the banks required to be 
repaired; all which, in consideration of receiving from Parliament a sum of 
£• 5> 000 > they proposed to execute, as also to complete the Canal in three years, 
under the penalty of relinquishing to Government their right and title to the 
Navigation. According to the estimate then made of the expense attending 
the different works absolutely required for this purpose, they would have cost 
£■ 6,080. 1. 4., including the purchase of ground for towing-paths, and 
sinking a flat shallow in the bed of the river Shannon above Killaloe guard lock, 
which the Company seemed to consider as not within their line of navigation. 
Notwithstanding this offer to Parliament on the part of the Company, after the 
establishment of the Directors General of Inland Navigation, they declined 
the undertaking altogether ; in consequence of which the Directors General 
agreed, in the year 1803, to take the works into their own hands; and in good 
substantial and workmanlike manner to perfect, repair, and finish all trackways, 
towing-paths, banks, locks, sluices, floodgates, dams, aqueducts, walls, bridges, 
and other erections and buildings, which should be necessary for completing 
the Navigation, and to deliver the same up to the Company on or before 
1st December 1807, in good navigable order, repair, and condition, upon 
consideration, that from the time it should be so delivered up completed, the 
Company would, at their own expense, for ever after keep and preserve it in 
perfect repair, and maintain a sufficient establishment for conducting it ; and 
also, that from the date of the agreement, they would not exact any higher toll 
than one penny per ton per mile upon corn, meal, malt, flour, potatoes, lime, sand, 
fuel or manure ; 2d. per ton per mile upon all other goods, and 3 d. per mile for each 
passenger. In 'performance of this contract, the Directors General state the exe- 
cution of a great variety of very expensive works; the Navigation was not, how- 
ever, completed as proposed in 1807; and when it was considered to be nearly so, 
a great flood in the Shannon, occasioned by an extraordinary fall of snow in 
February 1809, succeeded by a continued heavy rain, burst the banks at Erina, 
tore down the bridge, and destroyed the double lock at the same place, and 
broke through many other parts of the Navigation. The cost of repairing these 
several damages is represented as forming a considerable portion of the expense 
that has been incurred, the total of which, up to sth January 1812, amounted 
t0 £■ 53 ^ 59 - l6 - 4 - 

__ The damage done to the works having been at length repaired, the Directors 
General on 14th December 1810, conceiving the Navigation to be finished 
according to their agreement, offered to deliver it up to the Company, hut they 
refused to receive it, alledging that the works were in many essential parts in- 
complete, mid that some of the erections, particularly in the foundations thereof, 
u ere far from, being durable ; and they proposed that two Engineers of experience 
and character, totally unconnected with either party, should he mutually ap- 
pointed by them and the Directors General, to inspect the entire line of the 
Navigation from the City of Limerick to the deep water above the town ol 
Kiiialoo, and to determine whether the said Navigation and all works necessary 
thereto, were complete] ant! perfectly finished, according to the true intent and 
•L meaning 



Appendix, N° 22. 



Irish Commons’ 
Journals, vol. 19. 
part 2d. Appendix, 



Navigation Papers; 
printed by Order of 
the Rouse of Com- 
mons, July 10 th 
1806, page aa. 



Appendix, N* as; 



Appendix, N* 4. 
Appendix, N° 23. 
Appendix, N # 24, 

Appendix, N® 25, 



Printep image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



“ . (,re,a " 4) - ThirteeBth RF ' P0R T of C0M S y M10HEaS [Directors Gen’ of 
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^Navigation belonging to a corporate body, and carried on in anv part by nrivnte 
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•conceive, to such Navigations as were, in consequence of thX k. ’ T we 
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tioned. 
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tioned, would have been double what it actually was ; and even so, we doubt 
-whether it would be more than sufficient, one year with another, to defray the 
necessary charges of the Navigation, considering that it. is liable to frequent and 
heavy damage from the overflowing of the Shannon. Had these circumstances 
been attended to, and bad it been considered that this Navigation extends only 
12 miles, the Directors General would not, we presume, have required the 
Company to reduce their tolls to rates nearly the same, as are allowed on the 
Royal Canal, a Navigation of 46 miles. The Directors General not being able 
•to prevail upon the Company to take back the Navigation, required to know 
whether they were willing to sell their Interest therein, and a negotiation was 
entered into for that purpose; but the terms demanded by the Limerick Company 
were, as we understand, so exorbitant that the parties are not likely to agree. In 
the mean time the Navigation being closed bv a dam drawn across it, is 
producing no advantage, either to the Public or the Company, while a consi- 
derable annual expense is incurred in keeping it in repair, and supporting the 
•necessary establishment. 



UPPER SHANNON NAVIGATION. 

A Sum of £. 7,168. 17. if. has been expended by the Directors General, up 
to 5th January 1812, in repairing the Locks, Canals and other Works, originally 
constructed for the navigation of the river Shannon, from Lanesborough to James 
Town, a distance of about 26 miles. This navigation is nearly finished, and is 
capable of conveying boats drawing about four feet water. The vessels using it 
generally carry from thirty to forty tons, are worked with a square sail, and 
have four hands on board ; there are also a few small boats of ten or twelve tons 
burthen in the slate trade, from Killaloe to the Upper Shannon. 

No Tolls have as yet been charged upon this Navigation. 

We have thus shortly described the state of the several works of Inland 
Navigation, either executed by the Directors General themselves, or by Compa- 
nies with their aid ; besides which, the Directors General, at the close of the rear 
1810, undertook, with the sanction of Government, to have various parts of the 
•country examined, in order to ascertain where Canals were practicable, and 
-might be most advantageously carried on ; and Surveys have been made of a 
considerable district, lying between the Shannon, the Barrow, the Suire and 
the Grand Canal, and the Directors General have printed and put into exten- 
sive circulation their Engineer’s Report thereon, with a Map and Sections of a 
line of navigation, and of some off-branches, as also estimates of the expense. 
A similar examination is making of Lough Erne, and of the levels and supplies 
of water from thence to the northern sea-coast. These researches, which, 
perhaps, it is to be regretted had not been commenced earlier, may be produc- 
tive of great national advantage, by exerting a spirit of enterprize, "and inducing 
private individuals to embark capital in schemes of Inland Navigations. The 
original Grant of j£. 500,000. to the Directors General, is now, however, nearly 
•exhausted, which, with the situation of some of the principal Canal Companies, 
will probably lead Parliament soon to reconsider the system of Inland Navigation 
•hitherto acted upon in Ireland. 



From the Statements already made it appears, that the money expended bv 
the Directors General has been applied in three ways, exclusive of the cost of 
•their own establishments. 1st. In grants to Companies in aid of their own 
private funds, to be expended by them on works approved of by the Directors 
•General. 2nd. In purchasing from existing Companies, a reduction of their 
Tolls, either without any other condition annexed, or under a further agreement 
of executing certain specific works. 3d. In the execution of works under the 
immediate direction of the Directors General themselves. 

First. Under the present circumstances of Ireland, it is not to be expected 
that extensive works of Inland Navigation will be carried on without great aid 
from the Public ; the capital of the Country is not alone equal to such under- 
takings, nor has the return hitherto made to such persons as have so employed 
their private property, afforded any encouragement to others to follow 
their example. Besides, to promote and extend Inland Navigation in Ireland, 
is now become an object of imperious interest, as a principal mode of encouraging 
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that in the expenditure is included a sum of £. 122,148. 19. if., the charge of 
erecting the Docks at Ringsend, which has proved nearly an unprofitable un- 
dertaking ; but if even this sum were excluded from the Account, the dividend 
would not be raised thereby more than | per cent, per annum. 

°37. \V e are aware, that according to the amount of the permanent revenue and 
expenditure of the Grand Canal Company, in the six months ending 29th Fe- 
bruary 1812, the former would in that period exceed the latter, excluding from 
each the same items as before, by £. 28,745. 5. 1 1 |., making at that rate an 
annual excess of £. 57,490. ir. ii„ which would give a dividend of little better 
than 6f per cent, on £. 873,106., the amount of the private property laid out on 
the works; it is to be observed, however, that in the abovementioncd six months, 
the charge for repairs of passage boats, locks, and of the old and Shannon Lines, 
is only £. 1,162. 13. 6., being at the rate of ,£.2,325. 7. per annum ; whereas 
the annual amount thereof on the average of the three years we have calculated 
upon, was £. 6,400. 15. 3. ; taking then the charge for repairs at this rate, and 
deducting the difference from "the supposed annual produce, the excess of 
revenue over expenditure would be £. 53,415. 3. 8., affording a dividend of little 
more than 6 {- per cent, on the private money expended on the works. But were 
the Company able to divide 12 per cent, at this day, we should not consider them 
as overpaid for their hazard and trouble, and the length of time their capital 
must have been unproductive. They have, with infinite pains and a perseverance 
of 40 years, completed their great undertaking, giving to the Public a still water 
navigation, communicating by two off-branches from its main trunk, one with the 
Shannon at a distance of 62 a miles; the other with the Barrow at a distance of 
42 £ miles from Dublin respectively; and the whole tending, beyond the means 
of calculation, to draw forth and augment the resources of the country, encrease 
its wealth, and add to its prosperity. When then it appears that after this great 
and extensive work has been completed, a toll of 3 d. per ton per mile, on the 
principal articles conveyed by the Navigation, would produce so inadequate a 
return as only a little more than legal interest for the private money expended 
on it, what reasonable expectation can be formed of a prosperous issue to any 
similar undertaking, when the rate of toll is reduced as is provided by the Act of 
1800 to a third, or as by the Act of 1789 to one half, of that above mentioned ? 
Instead of theory and speculation therefore, we have facts to warrant our opinion 
of the impolicy of these laws, in prescribing such low rates of toll, and of the re- 
ductions that have taken place in those of particular companies ; and with the 
experience of the Grand Canal before us, we consider it to be altogether im- 
possible, that any Navigation in Ireland can maintain itself, and afford a fair 
return to the proprietors, under such reduced rates of toll as have been agreed 
upon by the different companies in their bargains with the Directors General, 
even although Parliament should contribute to the extent of one half of the cost 
of the works, the most that has as yet been granted. On the contrary, we are 
persuaded, that so long as this policy is persevered in, the Navigations affected 
by it will be continual burthens to the Public whilst the little profit derived to 
the proprietors must damp the spirit for such enterprizes. The great object of 
all these undertakings is to open communications between distant and remote 
parts of the country, affording thereby an easy access for their produce to 
market ; and though it is certainly to be wished, that the conveyance should 
be at as cheap a rate as possible, a little more or less expense therein is not 
very material, provided the charge be not so exorbitant as to defeat the end. 
Of this we have no apprehension, and therefore should gladly see Canals multiply 
in the interior of the country, even undef higher rates of toll than those taken 
on the Grand Canal ; being satisfied, that the interest of the proprietors and 
competition would keep the expense of carriage sufficiently low for all public 
purposes. The sea ports with which Ireland abounds, and the navigable rivers 
communicating therewith, will, in almost every direction that any extensive 
canal can take, serve by means of the coasting trade to check the charge for 
inland carriage by water from the extreme of any such navigation. Thus, we 
N° 38. find the Grand Canal Company have lately (though not as yet obliged by law to 
do so) lowered their tolls on all goods conveyed through their Navigation, and 
which had been laden below Saint Mullins in the river Barrow, from 3 of. to 1 £ d. 
per mile for each ton, in order that they might participate in the carriage of 
goods from Ross and Waterford to Dublin, which were previously conveyed by 

sea ; 
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sea ; and they have done the same in respect to com laden lower down the 
Shannon than Portumna. But whether the toll on com be 3d. or if d. per 
mile for each ton, it will have little effect either in the increase or diminution 
of the agriculture of the country, the promoting of which is a principal object 
in opening navigable communications. We have already seen the great corn 
trade carried on by the Grand Canal under the highest rate of toll, and no 
doubt can be entertained, but the facility afforded by this Navigation of bringin" 
the produce of the country to market, has greatly extended agriculture. Slip” 
posing the rate of toll reduced to 1 fd. per ton, the expense of the carriage of a 
barrel of wheat weighing 20 stone, from Shannon Harbour to Dublin, a distance 
of 62} Irish miles, would be diminished not quite one shilling ; which, in an 
article liable to such fluctuation of price, is of small consideration, and certainly, 
as we conceive, not likely to affect the general state of cultivation. But to 
place this in a stronger point of view, it will he found, that a farmer sendino- Ids 
wheat from Shannon Harbour to Dublin market, though at a toll of 3 i per 
mile for each ton, will pay for its conveyance a freight, including the tolls, of 
only 15 d. per barrel more than the expense of sending it by cars from a dis- 
tance of five miles to Dublin ; and that from Monastereven to Dublin a distance 
of 32 miles he will pay 2 d. or 3 d. a barrel less. The freight, including the 
tolls from Shannon Harbour to Dublin, is £. i. 5. per ton, or 3s. if d. per barrel 
of wheat; and from Monastereven to Dublin, is 13 s. 4 d. per ton, or is. -i\d. 
per barrel of wheat. The farmer residing five -miles from Dublin will probably 
send on an average three barrels of wheat on each car ; and, considering the 
lateness of the hour before the market closes, his car will be employed wariy 
the entire day ; the expense of which, with the necessary attendance cannot 
be estimated at less than - - - _ . _ _ . 3s 6 d 

He pays a toll of i-8oth part to the Corporation of Dublin, which,) 
when wheat is at 50J. per barrel, may he estimated at S d. a barrel,? 2 — 
or for three barrels - 4 

5 « 

Expense of one barrel per land carriage of five miles from Dublin - i 10 
Being only 1 s. 3f d. less than if brought 62{ miles by the Canal. 

Upon the whole we submit, that the Acts of 1789 and tSoo, so far asthev 
iimit the Tolls to be taken on the Navigations to which they apply, should be 
repealed ; that the agreements made between the Directors General and the 
Koyal Canal, the Barrow and the Limerick Navigation Companies, for reducing 
l ieu respective Tolls, and also that with the Grand Canal Company, limiting 
the 1 oils to be taken 011 that part of the Shannon belonging to them, should be 
annulled; the Barrow Company being required either to repay the £ 20000 
received by them for their Tolls, or to pay interest for the same, at the rate of 
5 per cent, per annum ; and that all Navigation Companies should be permitted 
to charge lolls, not exceeding 3 d. per ton per mile, including therein Lockage 
nuty. Some objection, we understand, is likely to be made by tile Barrow 
Navigation Company, to the repeal of that part of the Act of 1789 which 
provides, that as soon as the Barrow Navigation is completed, no higher Toll 
should be taken by the Grand Canal Company than 1 id. per ton per mile, on 
any corn, meal, malt or flour brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal and the 
river Barrow, from a distance greater than ten miles below Athy, the Under- 
takers of the Barrow Navigation conceiving that such limitation is likely to 
encrease the trade thereon, and add to their emoluments. If the Company 
embarked their property on the faith of this provision, certainly its repeal should 
not be determined on, without a due consideration of their interest ; but the 
advantage they suppose will be derived from it, appears to us very questionable ■ 
•hey expect, that in consequence of the lowness of the Toll, corn which would 
otherwise be sent to Dublin coastways from the Ports of Waterford and Ross 
w ill be conveyed by the Barrow Navigation and the Grand Canal. The Grand 
uanal Company have, however, as we have already shown, anticipated the 
operation 01 the Act in this respect, by reducing the Tolls to if d. per ton 
• g mile on a11 woods whatsoever passing through their Navigation, which have 
’ II been 
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been laden below St. Mullins, on the river Barrow ; but we apprehend with 
little effect as. to encreasmg the trade on that river; and we greatly doubt 
whether extending this regulation to corn laden ten miles below Athy, would add 
much to it. All the corn produced in the adjoining Districts, which is not 
from some superior convenience attracted to the Ports, would find its way to the 
Barrow Navigation, as it now does, though the toll should continue 3 d. per ton 
per mile on the Grand Canal. But whilst the benefit to the Barrow Company 
from the stipulated reduction of the tolls on the Grand Canal is so doubtful, the 
loss to the Grand Canal Company will be' certain, and very considerable, as 
almost the whole of the com, meal, malt and flour conveyed through the 
Barrow Navigation and Grand Canal to Dublin, is laden, as we understand 
between ten miles below Athy and St. Mullins, and pays a toll to the Grand 
•Canal Company of 3 d. per ton per mile from Athy to Dublin, a distance of 
more than 40 miles. The total quantity of corn, See. brought to Dublin by 
these Navigations, amounted, on an average of the three years, ending 31st 
33- December 1811, to 16,192 tons; and supposing it to have paid full toll, and 
the tonnage to continue the same, to reduce the former one-half would cause 
a loss of nearly £. 4,000. per annum to the Grand Canal Company, whilst it 
would not encrease the income of the Barrow Company, their additional profits 
being to arise from a supposed encrease of trade, consequent upon the reduction 
of the tolls on the Grand Canal. Conceiving that this is not likely to take place 
to any great extent, we should hope that the Barrow Company may be induced 
to relinquish any claim they may have to the. reduction of tolls on the Grand 
Canal, in consideration of their being allowed to levy the tolls on their own 
Navigation, according Xo their Charter, or to the same amount as the Grand 
--Canal, which, under the former, would, according to our calculation, produce 
33. an immediate addition to their income of £. 1,850. per annum, after paying 
f> per cent, for the £. 20,000. advanced to them by the Directors General, as we 
have before noticed. 

3rdly. The third mode in which the Parliamentary grant of 1800 has been 
appropriated, is in executing works under the direction of the Directors General 
themselves. To this the same objection that was made to the old Navigation 
Board applies in the fullest manner, viz. — “ That the expenditure was not suffi- 
“ ciently connected with the permanent private interest and capital of indivi- 
“ duals.” We are quite assured of the zeal and anxiety of the Directors General 
in the service of the public ; but it is impossible in such undertakings, even where 
they are carried on by private capital, and under the immediate superintendence 
of persons interested in them, to guard against fraud, imposition, anil mismanage- 
ment ; but to how much greater extent are these likely to occur when the works 
are under the direction of a public body, spending thereon public money, and 
residing -at a great distance from, and never perhaps once seeing them, but 
depending upon Conductors, Overseers, and working Engineers, whose interests 
in prolonging and delaying the completion of the works are at variance with their 
respective duties ; without entering therefore into a minute examination of the 
particular works executed under the Directors General themselves, for the purpose 
of corroborating our opinions, it is sufficient for us to show, that this mode of 
expending the public money is objectionable on general principles, and conse- 
quently should not be recurred to unless under unavoidable circumstances. The 
very maintenance of Navigations, which are public property, will cost more than 
if they belonged to private individuals; of this description there are three vested 
in the Directors General, viz. : The Newry Canal, the Tyrone Canal, and the 
Upper Shannon Navigation. The Newry Canal produces a profit, that of 
Tyrone a loss, but they were originally and may still be considered as connected. 
To relieve therefore the Directors General from the charge of these Canals, we 
propose, that both should be vested in the local Directors of the Newry Canal, 
on the terms of their maintaining both Navigations in repair out of the profits 
of the former, to which we conceive they would be fully adequate. 

The Upper Shannon Navigation would seem to fall naturally into the hands 
of the Royal Canal Company, to whom we recommend it to be transferred on 
their navigation being, completed to the Shannon, without requiring from them 
any pecuniary consideration. 

If 
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ESTABLISHMENT of the Directors General of Inland Navigation in Ireland, 
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— — - i manner appointed. 



R* Hon. Sackville Hamilton > 

] * - r 500 By the Lord Lieutenant’s 

Hon. Hans Blackwood - Warrrant. 

I ” " " I 500 — — - _ _ rjo 

Rob* Rutledge, Esq. - . ; Directors General of In-/ 

Mich* Burke, Esq. - . 1 “ d Navigation \ 5»o - - , D". 

T, I ■ - - 500 _ . T)o 

Joshua Kemmis, Esq. - J 

H ' ' L 500 - - D°. 

Cm ' Delvin haTh Blackwood kas si L nce resigned, and the Right lion. Lord 

ueivin has been appointed in his room. 

Francis Trench, Esq. . I Secretary I I „ 

H aecretary . . - 500 By Commit 



By Commission from the 
Directors General of Inland 
Navigation, with the Lord 
Lieutenant’s approbation 
thereon. 



M. D. Manning, Esq. - Accountant 



Henry Rich a Paine - - Clerk of the Minute 

William Seuright - - - ad Clerk - - 

James Coulson - . . „ d r i t 



John Brownrigg . . . Engine „ 
Dan 1 Corneille - - - - no 



By the Lord Lieutenant’s 
approbation, on the Board’s 
representation. 



NEVVRY NAVIGATION. 



Acheson Thompson • - ■ 
William Beath ... 
Thomas Greer - _ - 
James Reilly .... 
Sam* Townly . - . _ 
Cha‘ M'Camley - - . 
Rob 1 Macan .... 
Hugh Carlisle - - - - 
Denis Caulfield ... 



By Commission from the 
Directors General of Inland 
Navigation, with the Lord 
Lieutenant’s approbation 
thereon. 
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- No. i. 



as it stood on the 5 th January 1812; specifying the Names of all Persons employed therein, 
Nature of their Services, and the Attendance required from each. 



Nature of their Services. 


Attendance required. 


- c . a fT 7 int0 execution the purposes of the Act of the 
40th of Hi* Majesty, for promoting Inland Navigation. 


A full Board meets regularly twice 
every week, and as much oftener as is 
necessary for the dispatch of business. 


T ° a , tt ^l the Board * t0 forward their Orders, and to take 
care of all Papers and Documents belonging to the Board. 

To examine and report upon all Accounts referred to 
him by the Board ; to keep the Accounts of all Expenses 
under the Board s Order; to prepare the Annual Account 
tor the Commissioners of Imprest Accounts, and such Ac- 
hament^ ^ Called f ° r by Governn,ent or hy Par- 


Constant attendance on the Board, and 
as much longer in his Office, as the ne- 
cessary dispatch of business may require, 
The Ilolydays observed at the Navi- 
gation Office are the same as have been 
appointed at the Treasury; but if the 
necessary dispatch of business require it, 
all the Officers are to attend at any time. 

Constant attendance on Board days, 
and on the other days of the week, as 
long as the necessary dispatch of business 
may require. 


To keep the Minute Books of the Board, and to perform 
such other duties. as the Board may require of him. 


- - - D*. 


To write and enter the Board’s Letters in Books kept for 
that purpose ; tp make Copies of Papers as mav be re- 
quisite, and to perform such other duties in the Department 
us the Board or their Secretary may require. 


- - - D«. 


To attend the Board on their days of meeting, and to 
take care of Coals and any other matters committed to his 
charge. 


Constant attendance on Board days. 


a. J\ Iemgt,''' th ' 11,11 of the 0ffice . anJ to err, Letter, 


Constant daily attendance. 


To light the Fires and clean the Rooms occupied by the 
Board and the Officers under them. 


- - - D», 


. To make s “ r "y». Mm* Estimates and Report,, and to 
BoSl Ordi’" mte " d th ' '““ tbn ot "’ orks “ der t!» 


No time appointed for their especial 
attendance. 


1 0 superintend the Works, to direct the immediate re- 
pair of temporary breaches or damage, to examine and 
certify all Accounts of Expense sent up to the Board, to 
exaimne the. 1 reasurer’s Monthly Account of Receipts 
a id Disbursements, to examine, into the conduct of the 
ameers, and to conduct the general business of the Navi- 
gation, under the orders of the Directors General. 


The first Monday in each month. 


6l. ‘ 
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Establishment of the Directors General of Inland Navigation ii 



By whom and in what 
manner appointed. 



- 1 Treasurer - - - | 80 

Allowance for a Clerk 30 



By Commission from the 
Directors General of Inland 
Navigation, with the Lord 
Lieutenant's approbation 
thereon. 



Bob* Babe 
John Sloane - 
James Barton 
Thomas Gallimore - 
James Thompson - 
Ashmur Lockhart - 
William Williams - 
(One vacant) 
Math*, Williamson - 
John Hemy - 
Walter Hall - 
David Richmond - 
John Hunter - 
Stephen Moneypenny 



Harbour Master. Inspector, 122 

and Overseer. 

Allowance for an Assist- 
ant as Harbour Master 8 



* I Clerk to the Conductors 



Sluice Keeper at Lough Shark! 



William Campbell - 
Rob' Caldwell 
Rob' M‘Main 



- 1 1 Bridge Keepers. J 10 J 

- ) - - ; - ( I 12 .) 

Allowance for an Assistant 5 



TYRONE NAVIGATION. 



Pat. M'Cullogh 
Jacob Gilmur 
Pat. M'Clernon 
W ro Clements 
Peter Donaghy 



5 i 



Owen M'Donald 
John Hewit - 
James Martin 
Peter M‘Keon- 



UPPER SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



ii m 
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Ireland, as it stood on the 5th January 1812, &c. — continued. 



Nature of their Services. 


Attendance required. 


To discharge the Accounts sent to him hy this Board 
for Payment from time to time; to receive the tolls 
arising from the Navigation ; to state a monthly Account 
of his Receipts and Payments, and lay the same before the 
Conductors at their monthly Meetings, to be transmitted 
to the Directors General. 


At all times when requisite. 


To visit the line of the Canal from time to time ; to see 
that it be in proper condition ;-to see that the Officers 
attend to their duty, that the Quays be not obstructed by 
Timber or other Merchandize after landing; to regulate 
the stations of Vessels in the Cana! ; to take care that 
there be no waste of Water, and to report his proceedings 
to the Conductors, to be transmitted to the Directors 
General. 


- - - D». 


To keep the Minute Book of the Board of Conductors ; 
to write and sign their Reports and letters, and to keep 
in safe custody, all Books, Papers, Documents, &c. 


- - - D*. 


To superintend the Carpenter’s Work for the Navigation, 
and to obey such orders as be may receive from the Board 
of Conductors, and from the Inspector relative thereto. 


- - - D*. 


To open and shut the Lock Gates for the passing of 
Vessels whenever requisite, and to keep Accounts of 
Vessels passing. 


Constant daily Attendance. 


To regulate the Sluice for admitting Water to the 
summit level, for the supply of the Navigation. 


At all times when requisite. 


To attend the turning Bridges on the Navigation, and 
to work them as shall be necessary for the passage of 
Vessels, or for Land Passengers. 


Constant daily Attendance. 


To discharge the Accounts of Expense under the Board’s 
Orders, to receive the tolls, and to account for all his Re- 
ceipts and Payments from time to time. 


At all times when requisite. 


_ To open and shut the Lock Gates for the passing of 
Vessels whenever requisite, aud to keep Accounts of 
Vessels passing. 


Constant daily Attendance. 


To regulate the Sluice for admitting Water for the 
supply of the Navigation. 


At all times when requisite. 


r To open and shut the Lock Gates for the passing of 
Vessels whenever requisite. 


Constant daily Attendance, 



Navigation Office, ^ 
May 2d, 1812. J 



3 y Order of the Directors General, 

FRAN* TRENCH, Seer. 



I 
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